ANDROCLES AND THE LION

light of the world." John has no grip of the significance of these
scraps which he has picked up: he is far more interested in a notion
of his own that men can escape death and do even more extra-
ordinary things than Christ himself: in fact, he actually repre-
sents Jesus as promising this explicitly, and is finally led into the
audacious hint that he, John, is himself immortal in the flesh.
Still, he does not miss the significant sayings altogether. How-
ever inconsistent they may be with the doctrine he is consciously
driving at, they appeal to some sub-intellectual instinct in him
that makes him stick them in, like a child sticking tinsel stars on
the robe of a toy angel.

John does not mention the ascension; and the end of his narra-
tive leaves Christ restored to life, and appearing from time to
time among his disciples. It is on one of these occasions that John
describes the miraculous draught of fishes which Luke places at
the other end of Christ's career, at the call of the sons of Zebedee.

JOHN AGREED  AS  TO  THE  TRIAL  AND   CRUCIFIXION

Although John, following his practice of shewing Jesus's skill
as a debater, makes him play a less passive part at his trial, he
still gives substantially the same account of it as all the rest. And
the question that would occur to any modern reader never occurs
to him, any more than it occurred to Matthew, Mark, or Luke.
That question is, Why on earth did not Jesus defend himself, and
make the people rescue him from the High Priest? He was so
popular that they were unable to prevent him driving the money-
changers out of the temple, or to arrest him for it. When they
did arrest him afterwards, they had to do it at night in a garden.
He could have argued with them as he had often done in the
temple, and justified himself both to the Jewish law and to Caesar.
And he had physical force at his command to back up his argu-
ments: all that was needed was a speech to rally his followers;
and he was not gagged. The reply of the evangelists would have
been that all these inquiries are idle, because if Jesus had wished
to escape, he could have saved himself all that trouble by doing